The Causes of the World War
He wrote on the margin of it this comment, indicative
of a definite decision: "Serbia must be dealt with, and
as soon as possible."(6) The personnel of the Wilhelm-
strasse reckoned that by reason of this event the Emperor
would, if occasion arose, favour military action on the
part of Austria, with all its consequences.
Two German journalists, in dose touch with both the
Wilhelmstrasse and the Ballplatz, made important revela-
tions of a semi-official character to the Vienna Govern-
ment about the state of mind in Berlin.(7) The annihilation
of Serbia as punishment for the outrage, they declared,
was a vital question for Austria. "If anybody should say
just the right thing to the (German) Emperor at this
very moment, while the murder at Sarajevo fills him
with horror," he would promise his support even to the
point of war; Germany is determined to back up Austria
"through thick and thin," the German Ministry for
Foreign Affairs judge the circumstances favourable for
precipitating "the great decision," and German opinion
would "rally as one man" to the side of Austria. No
time must be lost: "yesterday would have been better
than to-day, but to-day is still better than to-morrow";
nor is it "possible for a Great Power to speak in clearer
language."
la these circumstances the result of Hoyos's consul-
tation in Berlin was, as we shall see, that any peaceful
orientation of the negotiations to be conducted with
Serbia was put aside a priori.
William II gives an absolute Undertaking
The documents brought by Hoyos (which contained no
information about any judicial inquiry in connection with
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